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Issues faced 

DESCRIBE YOUR GOOD PRACTICE STORY 
Address each aspect of your good practice story in the different sections being 

specific including relevant quantitative and qualitative information. 

 



 

 

What was the problem/issue solved with the good practice? 

The history of the town of Itá was profoundly altered by the construction estart of operation of hydroelectric 

plant of Itá, in the early 2000s. The news of the plant's installation, came to the knowledge of the residents 

in 1979, taunting in residents a mix of expectations, anguish and uncertainties, especially because for plant 

construction, the city of Itá would need to be completely relocated, forcing residents to leave their homesand 

the city where they had built their lives. Otransition process lasted about 20 years, among which the drastic 

transformation of the landscape, the loss of affective memory locations, the total demolition of the 

residences and remaining buildings of the former settlers, and more. 

The waters of the Uruguay River, which bathed the old city of Itá, would be dammed and would completely 

take over the urban core of the municipality, requiring the demolition of all existing buildings, as there was a 

risk of being carried by the current to the turbines of the hydroelectric plant. causing accidents and damage. 

In this way, all cultural and architectural references of Itá would be lost. 

With a view to preserving the habits, customs and memories of both Itá,  from other cities affected by the 

waters of the reservoir, was launched by the company Eletrosul/Gerasul, power plant concessionaire, the 

“Program for Preservation of Memory and Historical-Cultural and Landscape Heritage – Ark of Noah”, which 

aimed to promote the rescue of cultural assets and actions to encourage the involvement of communities in 

the work. 

One of the first projects developed by the Noah's Ark Program was the identification of buildings considered 

remarkable for the historical-cultural and symbolic value, which would be relocated in their cities of origin as 

Casas de Memória, spaces intended for the storage of objects of historical value for the population and for 

holding cultural events. In Itá, two buildings were selected: Casa Camarolli, representing the Italian ethnicity, 

and the Casa Alberton, representative of German ethnicity. 

The Casa Camarolli is one of the most important testimonies of the architecture that the descendants of 

Italians implanted in Itá. Felipe Camarolli and his family, Italian immigrants initially domiciled in the city of 

Itajaí, were the first residents of Itá. His house was built by hand using the technique of joining wood and 

fixing with pins, typical of the architecture of Italian immigrants of the time, with a porch at the entrance of 

the house and at the exit of the kitchen. In 1996, the house was dismantled from its original location and 

relocated to the center of the new city of Itá, as a testament to the culture of the old settlers and began to 

house a varied collection of pieces, including domestic and craft objects from past times, photographs and 

other elements donated by the community itself as a symbol of appreciation of the local memory. 

Already the “Casa Alberton” is a significant remnant of the German architecture of the old town of Itá. It was 

built in the 1930s and inhabited by the Pille and Lang families. In the 40's, it was sold to Basílio and Maria 

Alberton, where they worked with dry and wet sales, being one of the first commercial houses in Itá. After 

the death of her husband, Maria sold the house. In 1997, the house was relocated and restored by Eletrosul 

based on the "Arca De Noé" project, which defined its adaptation as a cultural space that is part of the “Casa 

da Memória” from Itá-SC. Today the “Casa Alberton” is the space destined to the reception of tourists and 

visitors, where the entrance hall has characterization of the commercial activity and bar of the 40s, with 

typical products that were commercialized in the period, in addition to being the space where the 

documentary is presented “Itá: the domain over the waters”, which tells the history of the municipality from 

the beginning of colonization to the construction of the dam and relocation of the city, in addition to local 

events and other historical moments. 



 

 

 

Methods, steps and tools applied 
How was the good practice implemented? 

 

To implement the Arca de Noé Program, Eletrosul hired technical assistance from the National 

Historical and Artistic Heritage Institute – IPHAN. The first work carried out by IPHAN was the 

Heritage Education Workshops, sensitizing the community to the importance of preserving 

historical, cultural and scenic heritage. 

Subsequently, the houses were dismantled from their original locations in the old city Afterwards, 

the houses were carefully dismantled from their original locations in the old city, and each piece of 

the buildings was enumerated and, later, reassembled in a new space in the new city, one next to 

the other, where they would function as Houses of Memory, one next to the other, where they 

would function as Memory Houses. Casa Camaroli, in better conditions of conservation, is totally 

original, while Casa Alberton, due to deterioration, needed to undergo renovation, where many of 

its original pieces were used, being a faithful replica of the existing house in the old town. 

So, the City Relocation Commission, formed by representatives of public management, entities, the 

community and Eletrosul, defined together with the technicians which buildings contained the 

characteristics that represented the local culture and were in a position to be relocated, selecting 

the buildings of the Camarolli family and Alberton, for being symbols of the Italian and German 

cultures present in the municipality. From then on, the Houses were open to the general public and 

are still in operation today. 

In addition to receiving tourists to visit and present the history of the municipality, the Memory 

Houses serve the school network and the population in general by carrying out various cultural 

activities, as a way of encouraging the appreciation of their roots, such as Museum Weeks, Folklore 

Week, photographic exhibitions, lectures, meetings of cultural groups, among others. The space is 

also the headquarters of the Municipal Department of Culture, which manages the houses and 

collections and maintains daily service to the public. 

The Environmental Disclosure Center - CDA of the Itá Hydroelectric Power Plant, located next to the 

Casas de Memória, also guards the documents referring to the relocation process of the entire city, 

as well as a permanent exhibition of the Noah's Ark project that contains photographs of the Casas 

Camarolli and Alberton in their place of origin. 

 

 



 

 

Key success factors 
What helped you tackle the issues? 

 

Lessons learned 

The City of Itá Relocation Commission played a key role in putting the “Program for the Preservation 

of Memory and Historical-Cultural and Landscape Heritage – Noah's Ark” into practice. Members 

met periodically to discuss projects to preserve the local culture and charge the concessionaire for 

their execution. 

In turn, Eletrosul, committed to safeguarding elements of the culture of Ita, fulfilled its obligations 

with the local society, hiring renowned institutions such as IPHAN and specialized technicians to 

carry out the projects, financing them. 

In the same way, the involvement of the resident families in assembling the collection that would 

become part of the Casas de Memória, through donations of personal and affective objects, 

contributed to the success and continuity of these spaces of memory. 

Today, under the coordination of the Municipality of Itá and the Municipal Department of Culture, 

Casas Camarolli and Alberton continue their purpose of presenting the cultural references of Itá to 

tourists and promoting community integration and valuing the trajectory of their ancestors. 



 

 

While implementing the Good Practice what challenges were faced, and how were they overcome? 

 

Results, achievements and recognitions 

The Environmental Impact Study/Environmental Impact Report – EIA/RIMA prepared for the 

construction of the Itá Hydroelectric Power Plant to continue, provided for several actions to 

preserve the historical and cultural heritage of the cities affected by the reservoir. However, the 

community and local authorities were concerned about executing the projects so that they were 

not just formal responses to the Eletrosul company's commitments to environmental agencies. 

To ensure compliance, the Reallocation Commission had to intervene, charging the company to 

carry them out. Several meetings were held until the technicians were hired and the projects were 

executed and, in that time, some buildings had already been demolished, losing architectural 

references of the old city of Itá. 

After defining the buildings that would be relocated, another problem faced was regarding their 

conservation, since Casa Alberton was damaged and it would not be possible to transfer it with the 

original parts, requiring a renovation. Even so, the house was carefully dismantled and part of its 

parts can be reused in the new space. 

The maintenance of the Memory Houses is, until today, a great challenge for the municipal 

management, responsible for the buildings. Because they are made of wood, they are constantly 

attacked by pests, needing repairs. Another current challenge is the digitization of the photographic 

and documentary collection that has not yet been carried out, an important step towards its 

safeguard. 



 

 

What were the qualitative and quantitative results of the good practice? 

 

Additional references 

The  Casa Alberton and Camarolli receive approximately 1000 tourists a month, coming from 

different parts of the country, who seek to know the local history and the process of transition from 

the old city to the new city of Itá. 

The “Casa Alberton” is the space destined to the reception of tourists and visitors, where the 

entrance hall has characterization of the commercial activity and bar of the 1940s, with typical 

products that were commercialized in the period, in addition to being the space where The 

documentary “Itá: o domain sobre aguas” (exclusive to Casas de Memória) was presented, which 

tells the history of the municipality from the beginning of colonization to the construction of the 

dam and relocation of the city, in addition to local events and other historical moments. 

The “Casa Camarolli” works as a museum, housing pieces that represent the houses of the former 

residents of Itá, containing kitchen, living rooms, rooms with period furniture and utensils, in 

addition to documents, professional objects and photographic records of the families that colonized 

the city. 

In addition to serving tourists, Casas de Memória offers different activities, with the aim of 

increasing the flow of visitors and providing the people of Ita with diversified cultural events that 

involve all tastes and ages.  

Service at the Houses takes place daily from 7:30 am to 11:30 am and from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm. 



 

 

Provide links to further information. Pictures and videos should be available for download either from YouTube, 

Vimeo or other Cloud-based (Google/ One Drive) download URL (not WeTransfer). 

https://trello.com/c/4QNrBAt5/177-2022-top-100-destinations-sustainability-stories-competition 

https://www.facebook.com/Casas-Culturais-105677405139088/ 

https://www.facebook.com/museuemita/ 

http://www.encontro2016.sc.anpuh.org/resources/anais/43/1464655416_ARQUIVO_resumomel

ody.pdf 

https://ita.atende.net/cidadao/noticia/itaense-comemora-100-anos-e-visita-o-museu-casa-

camarolli/ 

https://mpsc.mp.br/noticias/casas-historicas-serao-restauradas-em-ita-com-recursos-do-frbl 

https://gauchazh.clicrbs.com.br/comportamento/noticia/2018/12/aratiba-e-ita-as-historias-

submersas-das-cidades-atingidas-por-uma-hidreletrica-cjplr4ydb0kxq01piekcuwmn3.html 
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