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Destination description:

Bom Jardim da Serra is the gateway to Serra Catarinense for those who choose to travel through the spectacular

Serra do Rio do Rastro, with its winding curves and unique landscape. The municipality is known as the Capital of

Waters due to the large number of rivers, waterfalls, and streams that originate and flow throughout its territory.

Its altitude relative to sea level gives Bom Jardim da Serra one of the most beautiful topographies in the state,

reaching 1,827 meters at its highest points. Due to this spectacular geography, the municipality houses some of

the most beautiful canyons in Brazil, offering visitors a breathtaking view. The cold climate provides not only snow

but also spectacular landscapes in the preserved highlands and integration with São Joaquim National Park. It is a

unique setting that invites tourists, amidst centuries-old farms, to forget the routine of the big city, reconnect with

nature, and embark on a journey to the past with touches of modernity and comfort. Visitors can enjoy charming

places to read a good book in the silence of the countryside, take a walk through apple orchards, or listen to the

birds in the araucaria forest, which is the third largest and most preserved in the world, and even take a refreshing

waterfall bath. In the harsh winter, there are special places to be with friends around a fireplace, share laughter,

and delight in a good glass of altitude wine produced in the region.

Summary of Good Practice Story:

The centuries-old farms in Serra Catarinense preserve an unparalleled natural and cultural wealth. For over 300

years, dozens of farms have created conditions for preserving regional history, the highland grassland biome, and

the araucaria forests. The gastronomy has also been preserved, including the traditions of churrasco (barbecue),

entrevero de pinhão (a dish made with pine nuts), and the famous chimarrão (bitter mate), a tradition that brings

families together around the fig trees on cold winter days.
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Issues faced:

The farms in the region have faced various economic cycles, notably the extraction of araucarias in the 1940s.

Despite preserving their forests, this resulted in a significant reduction in the population and the wealth of the

territory. The geography presents logistical challenges, with inadequate infrastructure such as roads,

communication, and electricity, hindering the organic development of the properties. This scenario led to rural

exodus and decreased municipal revenue, as well as a reduction in natural attractions. The demarcation of the

National Park brought significant challenges, including the acceptance of the park's establishment, which affected

traditional communities like the 9 Santa Bárbara farms, which have existed for over 300 years. The need to adapt

economic activities and develop sustainable tourism remains a major challenge, as does community acceptance of

the park. The harsh winter, with negative temperatures, requires adaptability of productive crops and resilience of

families. The growth of tourism in Serra Catarinense has led to real estate speculation, necessitating changes in

legislation and special attention to traditional families, who are often marginalized in these processes. This

increases vulnerabilities in the territory and heightens environmental crimes and irregular land use.

Solution:

The solution to the challenges faced by the farms in the region has been to focus on tourism as a new source of

income, complementing other economic activities to ensure family succession. Environmental legislation helps

preserve the regional fauna, flora, and history, especially by protecting the araucarias, which maintain the

landscape, preserve water sources, and sustain food production like pinhão (pine nuts). The demarcation of the

national park, revision of management plans, and initiatives to bring the community closer to the park have been

crucial. The development of tourist activities offers economic sustainability, with the monitoring of livestock and

soil management practices. Regional integration, the creation of tourist itineraries, trade training, and market

access have been actions aimed at seeking sustainable solutions, balancing environmental preservation and the

permanence of families in the region, with tourism as the main pillar.
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Methods, Steps, and Tools applied:

Various tools have been applied for the development of responsible tourism, but perhaps the most important

highlight is the dialogue between the public authorities and the community, which was crucial for the success of

this development. Here are some initiatives:

- Development of environmental legislation: creation of specific norms and regulations to protect the local

environment and the National Park Management Plan;

- Creation of integration routes and itineraries: points of interest were identified, and itineraries were developed

to offer visitors an enriching experience, highlighting natural beauties, cultural and historical heritage, including

ecological trails, guided tours, and visits to the local community. These itineraries were created through a

preservation movement involving public authorities, the third sector, and the community;

- Support and integration of governance and tourism instances, which contributed to the formulation of public

policies and the implementation of joint strategies for the sustainable development of tourism;

- Introduction of tourism as a school subject, promoting the appreciation and preservation of tourism resources

from an early age;

- Project Serra Linda Serra Limpa: developed in a public-private partnership with the aim of raising awareness

among municipal school students about the historical and natural importance of the Serra do Rio do Rastro. At the

end of the lectures, each student received an ecological cup, promoting the reduction of disposable cup use, and

were invited to become protectors of the Serra, an invaluable heritage of our city;

- Sustainable Serra Catarinense Seal Program: aims to promote sustainable practices among tourism companies in

Serra Catarinense. In 2023, the program involved 83 companies that achieved the Green Seal, encouraging the

implementation of sustainability actions, experience exchanges such as participation in business missions, among

others.
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Achievements and Results:

Over the past 20 years, tourism in Bom Jardim da Serra has been driven by nature and rural tourism. Local

properties have adapted to attract environmentally conscious visitors interested in regional peculiarities. The

region preserves native forests, including araucarias, numerous waterfalls, and extensive trails for hiking and

horseback riding. Local guides and operators promote these attractions, generating income and employment.

With the largest preserved Atlantic Forest reserve in the world and the third-largest araucaria forest, 18.4% of

Bom Jardim da Serra's territory is within São Joaquim National Park. Within the park, more than 20 farms and

families continue to live and preserve their areas, using them sustainably through management plans. Fazenda

Rincão da Palha, a historic property that originated from the division of Fazenda do Socorro, is a significant

example of preservation. In the family for almost 300 years, the farm is managed by sixth and seventh-generation

descendants and operates in cattle farming, sheep farming, apple production, vegetable gardens for

self-consumption, and rural tourism. These activities help preserve the fauna, flora, and landscapes of the Campos

de Cima da Serra, promoting engagement in environmental preservation.

It is evident that younger generations are staying in the town. The visitor flow averages 250 to 400 visitors per

month, which increases the credibility of farmers to continue investing in responsible and sustainable tourism.

Lessons Learned and Advice:

The community and farm owners should embrace sustainable tourism as an activity that not only generates

income but also promotes environmental and cultural preservation. Integrating tourism with livestock and

agriculture can ensure the new generations remain on the farms. It is crucial to value and share the local history

and heritage, transforming them into tools for education and environmental preservation. Opening farm gates to

visitors not only educates and raises awareness among tourists but also reinforces the community's role as

guardians of local biodiversity and culture. By highlighting sustainable practices and historical productive cycles,

the community can avoid repeating past mistakes and maximize benefits.
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Reconhecimento e Referências Adicionais

https://fazendarincaodapalha.com.br/a-fazenda/ - History of the Farm

https://ndmais.com.br/turismo/bom-jardim-da-serra-3-canions-para-conhecer-na-cidade-serrana/ -
News Release on Tourist Activities at Fazenda Rincão da Palha, on One of the Largest Portals in the State of Santa
Catarina

https://guiaviajarmelhor.com.br/o-que-fazer-na-serra-do-rio-do-rastro/ - Promotion of Tourist Activities at
Fazenda Rincão da Palha.

-
https://visiteaserrasc.com.br/blog/selecionadas-83-experiencias-para-o-selo-serra-sustentavel/ -
Confirmation of Receipt of the Serra Catarinense Regional Sustainability Program.

https://amures.org.br/2022/04/01/noticia-728764/ - Finalist for the Excellence in Tourism Award, GRALHA DE

OURO, in the Best Tourist Attraction category. .

https://www.tiktok.com/@indavirusoficial/video/7256435177101004038 - A Catarinense influencer
promotes the horseback riding event, in a comedic style, held at Fazenda Rincão da Palha.

https://saojoaquimonline.com.br/destaque/2022/07/16/reflexao-eu-vivo-ou-sobrevivo-nos-nos-sentimo
s-vivos-nesses-lugares-uma-experiencia-de-tirar-o-folego-em-bom-jardim-da-serra-veja-o-video/ - An
influencer couple visits Fazenda Rincão da Palha and reports their experience as amazing and unforgettable.

https://www.sierragardenhouses.com.br/o-que-fazer-em-bom-jardim-da-serra - Pousada Sierra Garden
promotes Fazenda Rincão da Palha as a tourist attraction.
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https://www.villasanmartin.com.br/turismo-em-bom-jardim-da-serra-sc -

Project Serra Linda, Serra Limpa:

https://www.sulinfoco.com.br/serra-linda-e-serra-limpa-uma-campanha-para-conscientizar-turistas-que-visitam-a
-serra-do-rio-do-rastro/#google_vignette
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https://www.educacaoambiental.sde.sc.gov.br/index.php/noticias/555-bom-jardim-tem-projeto-serra-linda-e-serr
a-limpa

https://saojoaquimonline.com.br/turismo/2018/08/23/projeto-serra-linda-e-serra-limpa-engrandece-o-turismo-d
e-acao-em-bom-jardim-da-serra/#google_vignette

Selo Serra Catarinense

https://scc10.com.br/radioclube/selo-serra-catarinense-esta-entre-os-27-melhores-do-pais-em-turismo/

https://www.gov.br/turismo/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/conheca-os-finalistas-do-premio-braztoa-de-sustentabilidade-2022

https://revistaexpressiva.com.br/geral/selo-de-qualidade-reconhece-empreendimentos-turisticos-com-sustentabilidade/

https://www.gov.br/turismo/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/mtur-participa-de-solenidade-de-entrega-do-selo-serra-catarinense-sust

entavel

https://sebrae.com.br/sites/PortalSebrae/ufs/sc/noticias/2-seminario-selo-serra-catarinense-sustentavel-no-mercado-publico

,74d8137affe93810VgnVCM100000d701210aRCRD
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https://ndmais.com.br/show-me/canion-das-laranjeiras/- reportagem Ndmais sobre o canion das
Laranjeiras que fica na Fazenda Rincão da Palha.

https://saojoaquimonline.com.br/turismo/2020/06/18/com-vinho-fino-e-pinhao-atriz-livia-andrade-
curte-o-cenario-de-bom-jardim-da-serra/ - Atriz brasileira, Livia Andrade divulga a Fazenda em 2020
para seus 9 milhoes de seguidores.

https://revistaazul.voeazul.com.br/destinos/ferias-perfeitas-na-serra-catarinense/ - Fazenda Rincão
da Palha, divulgada pela compania aera AZUL.

https://experienciabarbara.com.br/roteiro-carro-serra-catarinense-inverno/ - Blogueira barbara
divulga a Fazenda Rincão da palha, como roteiro imperdivel de inverno.

https://www.viagensecaminhos.com/bom-jardim-da-serra/ - Site de viagem, divulga a Fazenda

Rincão da palha.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ON1LTJdZZPQ - live para o centro de Ciências Agrarias, sobre o
turismo como ferramenta de desenvolvimento rural.

https://www.instagram.com/fazendarincaodapalha/ - Instagram da Fazenda
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